
PREVIEW



Every volume of This Book Might Explode!This Book Might Explode! will feel like the entire kids section of your favorite bookstore crammed into one explosive package. An incredible mix of ongoing chapter books, picture books, comic books, gag pages, interactivity, and more. Every page turn will be a surprise, ya never know what’s coming next, keep kids engaged with fun, creative, family-friendly stories and characters.

Ethan Eric

Hello, we’re Ethan Nicolle and Eric Branscum. We’ve worked together for over 12 
years in kids entertainment, starting as head writers on VeggieTales in the HouseVeggieTales in the House at 
DreamworksDreamworks. We created over 100 live-action and animated shorts for The Babylon The Babylon 
BeeBee, where Ethan was the creative director and Eric the lead scriptwriter. Most 
recently, we were hired by Bentkey AdventuresBentkey Adventures, where we co-created the kids show 
Chip ChillaChip Chilla. Both of us have individually developed projects at studios, including 
Ethan making the TV show Axe Cop Axe Cop at FOXFOX and Eric developing an original series 
at Disney Television AnimationDisney Television Animation. 

Working in kids entertainment, we’ve experienced the challenges of bringing an 
original idea to an audience. On the other hand, we know your kids have an 
abundance of options to choose from between multiple streaming services, video 
games, countless books at the bookstore, and more. This Book Might Explode solves 
both problems. By creating this book ourselves, we can bring so many family-
friendly stories and characters directly to you. And, as you’ll see, we’re packing this 
book with SO MUCH STUFF that your kids will “get it all,” so to speak. We want We want 
this book series to be the first step toward a new way of delivering a wide variety of this book series to be the first step toward a new way of delivering a wide variety of 
original, unbridled entertainment straight to you and your kids.original, unbridled entertainment straight to you and your kids.

This preview packet is meant to be a sort of guided tour 
through the vision we have for THIS BOOK MIGHT EXPLODE, 
offering a look at some of the content already in the 
works. Most of what you see in this document is not final, 
but we wanted to give you an idea of what to expect from 
book one, not only from the two of us but also from 
some of the creators who have already hopped on board 
the Explodey Book Express. So buckle your explodey-belts 
and get ready because this preview of THIS BOOK MIGHT 
EXPLODE... might EXPLODE!



It’s Monster Hunter Stuffed Animals VS Evil Underground It’s Monster Hunter Stuffed Animals VS Evil Underground 
Goblins inGoblins in Legion of Fluff! Legion of Fluff! Tommy and Charlotte are siblings who don’t 
always get along. But when they find a magical weapon that unleashes an 
ancient evil, they find themselves in the middle of a war between goblins 
who will stop at nothing to retrieve the magical weapon and Charlotte’s 
stuffed animals that have come to life. Now, if Tommy and Charlotte don’t 
learn how to get along… their safe little gated community might get taken 
over by monsters.

this art and these 

designs are not all 

final but hopefully 

they give you
 an idea 

of what you are in 

for with legion of 

fluff!

this story is all 
about plush toys 
coming to life and 
fighting goblins.

these goblins are 
obsessed with 
taking over terra 
vista town homes 
and gated community

step-siblings tommy and 

charlotte are forced to 

work together when her 

plush animal tea party gets 

granted his monster warrior 

wish... then goblins attack.

Ongoing Chapter Books for Young Readers
You can expect two or three ongoing chapter books in every 
volume, a handful of chapters in each one. Your young 
readers will love to follow along on the adventures as 
new volumes come out.



Fish can talk… and they’ve been hiding it forever in... Fish can talk… and they’ve been hiding it forever in... 

Fish Can Talk
And Always Could
Fish Can Talk

When this secret is revealed, the world flips upside down, especially When this secret is revealed, the world flips upside down, especially 
for Seaweedian Wharf, where crusty fishermen like Jack Crabby face for Seaweedian Wharf, where crusty fishermen like Jack Crabby face 
a future without fishing. But when Jack’s free-spirited daughter Grace a future without fishing. But when Jack’s free-spirited daughter Grace 
teams up with her new fish bestfriend Zeke, they head off on a whirlwind teams up with her new fish bestfriend Zeke, they head off on a whirlwind 
adventure to the glitzy Newtropolis City, hoping to fulfill their dreams! adventure to the glitzy Newtropolis City, hoping to fulfill their dreams! 
Expect zany hijinks, a grumpy TV clown with a dark side, and a father/Expect zany hijinks, a grumpy TV clown with a dark side, and a father/
daughter clash that’ll make you laugh and cheer.daughter clash that’ll make you laugh and cheer.



         C H A P T E R  o n e
FISH. THEY CAN TALK. And always could. Us humans like to imag-
ine we’re the only creatures that can communicate our thoughts, feel-
ings, or pancake recipes to one another using words, but we are not. 
Fish can do it too. All of them. Atlantic blue marlins, cutthroat trout, 
those scary deep-sea ones with a nightlight on their head: they can all 
speak as easily as you or me.
 How this information was kept a secret for so long is a bit mys-
terious. No one is quite sure how it started, but one can assume that, 
at the beginning of all things, there wasn’t much interaction between 
fish and humans. Fish only live in water, and the few humans who 
tried living in water learned the importance of oxygen the hard way. 
But as the years went on and fish found themselves in the presence of 

people more and more often, the fact that they could talk just seemed 
to slip through the cracks. Perhaps they didn’t have much to say, or they 
were feeling shy, or maybe they were jinxed silent by some grumpy older 
brother fish. Whatever the reason for not revealing they could talk, most 
seem to agree that the fish did not have bad intentions keeping this in-
formation to themselves. 
 Well, except maybe for the goldfish. Their intentions were bad be-
cause, despite what you may have heard, goldfish are pure, utter evil.
This well-kept secret, that fish can talk and always could, was revealed 

PREVIEW



and changed the world in the smallest of moments. A young couple was 
walking along a remote beach, minding their own business and generally 
enjoying each other’s company, when they overheard an argument.
 “You got us lost because you turned left at the kelp!” one voice shout-
ed.
 “I turned left at the kelp because you told me to turn left at the kelp!” 
the other voice shouted back.
 “Not THAT kelp!!!”
 The couple followed the sound of the voices, just wanting to make 
sure everything was alright, and there they were: two fish, trout to be 
exact, washed up on the shore, flopping on the sand, and, much to the 
couple’s surprise… talking.
 “Well, now we’re gonna drown, I hope you’re happy,” the first trout 
said, continuing the argument.

 “We’re not gonna drown, we’re going to… we’re going to… what’s 
the opposite of drown? We’re going to do that.”
 The trout spotted the young couple. They all locked eyes and froze. 
The couple froze because they were seeing fish talk. The trout froze be-
cause they had blown it. They would now forever be known as the fish 
that let the humans know they could talk, all because of some poorly 
given directions.
 “Alright, ya got us, we can talk. All fish can talk. Are you happy?” 
the second trout said. “Now can you throw us back into the water before 
we do the opposite drown?
 Nothing would ever be the same again.
 Once the secret was out, fish began speaking freely and openly with 
everything and everyone, almost as if they were making up for having 
to stay silent around humans for so long. Some humans were resistant at 
first, maybe even denying that this was true, but you never realize how 
many fish you come across on a given day until each one is offering a 
friendly greeting, complimenting your hat, or asking you to describe, in 
great detail, what it’s like to have thumbs. If you had a hard time accept-
ing this new reality, you eventually had no choice but to accept it.

to be continued in 
the REAL BOOK!



One day, Doug, a normal guy who did normal stuff, ate a radioactive corn 
dog and became CORN DOUG, a corn dog guy who did corn dog stuff! 
With his corn dog super powers and his sidekick Diggity Dog (who does 
absolutely nothing) he will fight monsters, solve problems, be a corn dog, 
and more in THE ADVENTURES OF CORN DOUG AND DIGGITY 
DOG!

Comic Books for the Whole Family
Crammed into every volume will be a smorgasbord of 
comics. Funny, exciting, unique, these comics will be fun 
for all ages, either read with a flashlight past bedtime 
or with everyone squeezed onto the couch.

CORN DOGS! We all love them. We ALL eat them! But 
what if someone...  WAS ONE?!

... is what Diggity Dog 
would have said if he 
could talk WHICH HE WHICH HE 
CAN’T!CAN’T!

YES, I AM! 
When my tummy 

growls, healthy 
foods won’t 

stop it!

DISCLAIMER Healthy foods are 
good. The character of Doug is not de-
nouncing all health foods--

DOUG PLUNKETT DOUG PLUNKETT was a 
regular dad. He had a wallet 
and said things like “It’s coffee 
o’clock.” But one fateful 
day, his life would change... 
forever. 

DIGGITY DOGDIGGITY DOG is Doug’s 
dog, Diggity. There is no 
one cooler than 
Diggity Dog.

My 
tummy is 

growling, 
Diggity 

Dog!

 
But all we have 
in this kitchen 

are healthy foods 
like lettuce 
sandwiches! 

BLEH!

just eat 
something, 

bro.

Created by Eric and Ethan
Colors by Katherine Garner
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Doug searched and searched. He searched every square 
inch of that kitchen with no hope in sight. Until...

Doug quickly threw 
the corn dog into the 
microwave and set 
the timer!

But Doug got distracted and he didn’t set the 
microwave to sixty seconds... he set it for SIXTY SIXTY 
HOURS!!HOURS!!

Hour after hour, as the microwave cooked the corn dog, it’s molecules morphed and transformed, 
turning it from a normal, delicious corn dog, into a radioactive, SUPER CORN DOG! SUPER CORN DOG!

(he didn’t 
really say that)

cool.

Dad! 
There’s 
a car 

chase on 
the news! 

Come 
quick!

car 
chase?
this i 
gotta 
see!

BOOP-DEE-BOOP

I’ve found it! 
The only food 

that will satisfy a 
growling tummy! I 

have found... A CORN 
DOG!

Just throw it in the 
microwave and bing 
bang boom you’re 

eating a corn dog.

06:00

sixty hours later...

In that fateful moment, Doug became... 
CORN DOUG!  CORN DOUG!  
50% DOUG. 50% CORN DOG. 50% DOUG. 50% CORN DOG. 
100% CORN DOUG!100% CORN DOUG!
And so Corn Doug 
became a hero to all, 
solving problems, fight-
ing crime, and looking 
DELICIOUSDELICIOUS with his 
corn dog powers!

DING!
but 
now 

time to sink 
my teeth into 

this perfectly 
normal corn 

dog.

That felt a 
little longer 

than sixty 
seconds, 

Diggity Dog! 

With 
my corn 

dog stick, I 
can do kung 

fu or, as some 
people call it, 

CORN FU!

(No one 
called it 

Corn Fu.)



Actually, his corn 
dog stick has 
exactly SEVENTEENSEVENTEEN 
specific powers, 
but he doesn’t 
know that yet.

he could 
end hunger!

...pigeons! ...a rake!

...blenders! ...other 
stuff!

My 
bread-y 

skin protects 
me from all kinds 
of attacks from 

rocks...

AND, 
i can shoot 

infinite corn 
dogs!

So watch out! 
Or you shall 

taste the corn 
dog-y justice of 
corn doug and 

diggity dog!

And when I 
put my corn 

dog stick into my 
head, i can perform 
a... CORN LASER 

DOG BLAST!

And more! 
in fact, the 

powers of my 
corn dog stick 

are mysterious 
and endless!

to be continued in 
the REAL BOOK!

A young boy grows up on a mysterious 
island alone with his grandfather. Upon his 
grandfather’s death, WilliamWilliam climbs to the 
top of the island mountain to find himself 
in a land where the people are in hiding, a 
tyrant rules, and his own name has been 
forbidden from being spoken. Join William 
in finding the truth to his identity in this 
exciting adventure from Transformers artist 
Brian Shearer.
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to be continued in 
the REAL BOOK!



WHO’S MY BEST
FRIEND?

Larry was shoved in a locker in 

grade school. No one knew the 

code and he’s been stuck ever sin
ce. 

He’s LOCKER LARRY! 
LOCKER LARRY! Now as 

the manager of the pu
blic storage 

facility, Store I
t Yo-Self, he h

elps 

customers with their storag
e unit 

problems! But these are no ordinary 

storage units. Inside each one is a 

whole new world, always an epic 

and hilarious adve
nture inside!

From the 
mind of 
Michael 
Foster!

Picture Books and Bedtime Stories 
This Book Might Explode! will feature brand new picture 
books to be read just before bed or for your little one 
who is sounding out words at an alarming rate. These 
funny, charming, and simple-ish stories will get you and 
your littles giggling together!

Roofus the dog has one simple question… Who’s My Best Friend? He knows he has one, he’s just not sure who! But he’s determined to find out. Maybe the cat? Maybe that bird?? Could it possibly be that snake??? Roofus asks them all (to hilarious mixed results) in this silly, heartwarming tale.



Roofus the dog was confused. Roofus could not remember 
who his best friend was. Roofus knew all dogs have a best 

friend and Roofus knew he was a dog, therefore Roofus 
knew he should have a best friend. But who?!

 Just then, Roofus spotted the cat in the kitchen. “Who says 
cats and dogs can’t be best friends?” thought Roofus. The 
answer is everybody but Roofus was going to try anyway.PREVIEW



Roofus gave it his best shot. But Roofus likes playing 
and fetching and gnawing and rolling and 

jumping. This cat likes a ball of yarn and that’s it. 
Roofus knew this cat couldn’t be his best friend.

to be continued in 
the REAL BOOK!

DO YOU HAVE A CRAZY STORY 

FROM YOUR LIFE TO TELL?

We want to hear YOUR story. It could be a funny 

story, a proud moment, something embarassing... if 

you think it’s worth remembering, it’s probably worth 

writing down. You can write it out or draw it up into 

a comic like I did. Send us your story in any format 

and it might make it into a future installment of A 

True Story From My Life That Actually Happened.

Get your mom or dad to 
help you send your story to 

SUBMITSUBMIT@bookmightexplode.com.com

Interactivity for Creative Kids
Every time a kid opens a volume of This Book Might Explode!, they’ll 
need to get their creative juices flowing because we’re not doin’ all 
the work… we want them to contribute! We’ll be providing an array 
of interactive elements each and every volume. Want your own Corn 
Doug? We’ll provide limbs to cut out, just stick ‘em in a real corn 
dog, and, bing bang boom, you got yourself a Corn Doug! Or in the 
ongoing feature, Finish Your Own Adventure, we’ll tell the first two 
acts of a story, give you all the details you need, and then STOP the 
story. You and your kids take it from there! Write the ending, send 
it in, and maybe we’ll publish it. These interactive, imaginative pages 
won’t just keep your kids occupied, these activities will inspire them 
to artistic greatness (*artisticgreatness notguaranteed*)!



AND SO MUCH MORE!
Gag pages that’ll make you laugh silly! Short stories for 
a quick burst of fun! Games and puzzles to keep the gears 
in those noggins movin’! When we say we’re packing every 
volume of This Book Might Explode! with as much stuff as 
possible, we’re not kidding.

A Growing army of Creators
Here are some of the creators we have for volume one. 
Each volume will have a mix of rotating creators and fan 
favorites, bringing all sorts of family-friendly stories, 
characters, and styles for your family to enjoy.

GOT A GORILLA

ON THE PLAYGROUND?

HERE’S WHAT TO DO

1. Make sure it’s a 

gorilla. It’s common to 

mistake other things for 

a gorilla, like a pile of 

trashbags or a really 

hairy troll. Make sure 

you are in fact encoun-

tering a gorilla before 

you take action.

A Helpful guide by Frank J. Fleming





This is just a peek of all the fun stuff in the 
first volume of This Book Might Explode! We 
have so much more to come. And this is just 
the beginning. More stories, new characters, 
fun surprises, and more await in each and 
every volume of This Book Might Explode!

Back on Kickstarter TODAY!

http://www.thisbookmightexplode.com/Kickstarter

